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The American College of  Surgeons 

described the need for standardization of  

hospitals through accreditation as the 

need to: 

òEncourage those which are doing the best 

work,  and to stimulate those of  inferior 

standard to do better.ó

Ernest A. Codman
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1910 to 1913 Concern for the quality 
of  hospital care in the U.S.

1910 Ernest A. Codman, M.D., focus 
on results

1918 American College of  Surgeons 
begins a Hospital Standardization 
Program

1951 Joint Commission on 
Accreditation of  Hospitals formed 
to continue the challenge
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Accreditation vs. Certification

Accreditation Surveys

Organization-wide evaluation of  care processes 

and functions

Certification Reviews

Product or service specific evaluation of  care 

and outcomes 

²ƘƛƭŜ ŀŎŎǊŜŘƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŜƴǎǳǊŜǎ ŀƴ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅΣ 
certification demonstrates excellence in fostering better outcomes by the integration 
and coordination of care.
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